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Another New Textbook
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In the last edition we covered a new CSPE textbook One World by Deirdre Murphy and Jim Ryan, published by The Educational Company. This term we have a new edition of Impact from Gill and Macmillan, written by Jeanne Barrett and Fiona Richardson. Samples are provided by G and M reps visiting the schools.

This new edition of Impact! deals with a variety of current issues relating to development education 'Make Poverty History', millennium goals, fair trade, the arms trade etc. There is up-to-date coverage of changes in Irish society, e.g. Dáil na nÓg, litter and environmental laws, equality laws, Irish government's anti-racism campaign, the new structures of local authorities, case studies of communities in action etc. It includes fully completed examples of an Action Project Report (RAP) and a Coursework Assessment Booklet (CWAB), in the format required for the examination. There are also tips for students on how to carry out surveys, design questionnaires, form committees, write letters or emails, raise funds 

Support Service
It has been confirmed to us that the CSPE Support Team will be around again next year. There will be a programme of Induction in-service in October, something for Co-ordinators in November and something also for Gaelscoileanna in November/December. Dates and venues to be confirmed.

Senior Cycle
In this issue we concentrate on Senior cycle – there’s news of an important questionnaire to be filled in by teachers by May 5th, a short article by Annette Honan of NCCA on recent developments and an article by Mary Waddell showing how the Young Social Innovators initiative is an ideal way to keep the spirit of CSPE alive in senior cycle. 

Concern News


Global Challenge

Global Challenge is a resource for CSPE students and teachers, developed to encourage and support enquiry, debate and discussion on a range of key development and human rights issues ranging from population growth, wealth and poverty, fair trade, women’s rights, world religions and the arms trade. Global Challenge is ideal for use as part of an action project for CSPE. Students are encouraged, with support from Concern Development Education, to run the Global Challenge Table Quiz in their school, class or community.

Concern Debates National Final 2005-2006

The Concern Debates National Final will take place on May 11th 2006, in the Astra Hall, UCD. 2005 marked the 20th anniversary of Concern Debates; it’s the longest running Secondary School competition in the country and in 20 years has attracted the participation of almost 40,000 students, teachers and adjudicators. The motion before the house is that

‘Aid should be given only to those developing countries that have tackled government corruption’. Proposing the motion will be Presentation (Sacred Heart) Secondary School, Thurles and arguing for the opposition will be Gort Community School. 

Contact Concern Development Education for further details – debates@concern.net /  01 417 77 33.

Europe Day celebrations on 9th May!

The European Commission Representation in Ireland would like to invite all students and teachers to celebrate Europe Day on 9th May.  

From 11.45am to 2.30pm students and teachers can find out more about countries in the European Union, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey and Croatia, at their Embassies' stands on South King Street in Dublin 2. The Dublin Gospel Choir will provide musical entertainment from 12.30 to 2pm. 

An open-top bus will tour Dublin city centre and distribute information about the European Union at various locations.  A vintage open-top bus located on South King Street will be an information centre on the European Union, in association with the European Movement.  

The European Commission Representation will deliver a special 4-page supplement packed with information to all secondary schools on Europe Day.  25 copies will be delivered to each school.  The Irish Times, Irish Independent and Irish Examiner will also carry special Europe Day supplements. 

Everyone is invited to celebrate Europe Day at a concert of European classical music, featuring the winners of the Siemen's Feis Ceoil 2006, which will take place at 1.15pm in St. Ann’s Church on Dawson Street, Dublin 2.  This concert has been organised by the European Parliament Office and the European Commission Representation in Ireland. 

Café d'Europe, in Bewley's café on Grafton Street, will be launched at 11am.  This event, which features writer Brian Friel as its host, is an initiative of the Embassy of Austria.  

If your school is organising a Europe Day event, let us know about it, and we will put it on the schools’ section on our website, www.euireland.ie!

For further information, contact Deirdre Bourke at deirdre.bourke@cec.eu.int or at 01 634 1141

CSPE and The Young Social Innovators by Mary Waddell

For some teachers of citizenship education, the month of May is usually synonymous with blue bag mania and frenzied activity in getting those Action projects readied for the Junior Certificate. It is also, however, the month for that most exciting and energising citizenship event – the annual Young Social Innovator of the Year (YSI) Showcase. At Citywest Conference Centre on May 10th and 11th, Transition Year students from all over the country will, again this year, display, discuss, present and celebrate their work on a wide range of issues confronting local, national and global society.

YSI began as a tiny pilot for Transition Year in the winter of 2001. Sr.Stanislaus Kennedy and Rachel Collier (of Focus Ireland fame) were emboldened ‘to provide a framework within which the young people of Transition Year could examine and respond to issues of social concern’, tapping into the expertise and experience that had been developing at Junior cycle level through CSPE. Specific resources were commissioned for both teachers and students, with further support provided each year since through a series of workshops. 

From these tiny beginnings, the YSI showcase 2006 will see up to 3000 young people and their teachers participating in this amazing celebration. Each group will have chosen a social issue of particular interest and concern, collected information about it, analysed this and come up with an innovative response / solution to the issue examined. They will then communicate all of this work through a pre-submitted written report and through a wide variety of media at the Showcase itself. While this event has a competitive context, the emphasis is most definitely placed on creating an atmosphere whereby young people feel at ease in sharing, displaying and showcasing their awareness, enthusiasm and energy for their chosen area of social concern. 

Since its inception, the YSI event has hosted projects ranging through a variety of issues. Racism, the lack of facilities for teenagers, creating a Garden of Remembrance for the victims of the events in Beslan, setting up a Youth Forum, writing materials suited to students with dyslexia, facilities for the elderly, adapting the TY curriculum to include a social awareness module, teenage pregnancy, homelessness, trafficking, Fair Trade, wheelchair access to a railway station are just some of the many issues which young people have addressed. 

YSI developed a new dimension this year – the Speak Out Fora. These were regionally based opportunities, during the second term, giving all participants platforms to speak about their social issues to audiences which included local and national organisations in the business, social, voluntary and community sectors in addition to the local media. They were hugely successful!

The active participatory nature of CSPE - where students, in taking up issues of social concern, learn to give opinions, listen, work as part of a group, access structures within and without school - has indeed been a major building block in the development of citizenship education in Transition Year, under the auspices of YSI.  

Developments at Senior Cycle by Annette Honan, NCCA
The process of developing a new Leaving Certificate subject in 'Social and Political Education' is underway.  As a first step in this process a background paper is currently being developed which provides  

a.) the background context in which such as subject is to be developed 

b.)the various issues that have emerged in discussions and consultations both nationally and internationally and 

c.) outlines in broad terms a possible framework for Social and Political Education.   
A Board of Studies is being appointed to oversee the development of the work and a Course Committee will also be put in place soon.   An extensive process of consultation will enable interested individuals or groups to comment on the draft syllabus when it is available, at the earliest Spring 2007.

Urgent! Survey on Social and Political Education at Senior Cycle 


Schools are currently being surveyed about Senior Cycle developments in Social and Political Education. Some or all schools have been circulated with a questionnaire on the matter. Several copies have been sent to each school, and further info and copies of the questionnaire are available on the internet (www.citizenship2005.ie).  Deadline for completion is Fri 5th May.

Quotes from the accompanying letter, addressed to principals:
As you may be aware the NCCA has recently announced that Social and Political Education will be developed as a full, optional subject ( 180 hours) as part of the review of the Senior Cycle. Schools will also be able to receive NCCA validation for Transition Units (45 hours) in the area of
citizenship. It is also possible that a further short course (90 hours) may also be developed in the future.


The Citizenship Studies Project. a joint CDU/Trócaire initiative, aims to support and inform the foundation and development of Social and Political Education as a subject which appeals to a wide body of schools, teachers and students. To this end the enclosed questionnaire has being developed, with the help of CSPE Regional Development Officers, to consult with and elicit the opinions of teachers in all post-primary schools in Ireland. It is envisaged that the questionnaire will be completed by teachers who have relevant pedagogical experience, e.g. CSPE, Transition Year, Leaving Certificate Applied etc and also by those who have a third level qualification in any of the following areas:
Sociology
Public Administration 
Politics 
European Studies
Philosophy
Anthropology etc

We would be extremely grateful if you could ensure copies of the questionnaire are distributed to these teachers and any others interested in teaching senior cycle Social and Political Education. To aid in distribution we have included a notice for display in the staff room. Further information and copies of the questionnaire are available on the European Year of Citizenship through Education website (www.citizenship2005.ie).

It is hoped that you will return the questionnaires by Fridav 5th Mav. We realise that schools are incredibly busy places, particularly at this time of the year, but by facilitating distribution of the questionnaire you are ensuring it will capture the voices of teachers as accurately as possible.

The letter was signed by Aidan Clifford, Director CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit.

The specific web page for the survey is http://www.citizenship2005.ie/citizenship_studies_questionnaire.htm

If you have any further queries please contact Mella Cusack, Co-ordinator of the Citizenship Studies Project at mella.cusack@cdu.cdvec.ie.

Membership Matters
If you have received this newsletter by post your membership is up to date. Thanks for renewing for 2005/2006. Ideas and suggestions are always welcome. 

Activate is published once per school term by the Association of CSPE Teachers—supporting citizenship education in Ireland. Articles and letters for publication should be sent to the editor, Brendan O’Regan, St Kevin’s CBS Arklow, Co. Wicklow, 0402-39176, or emailed to act@esatclear.ie
Deadline


This year’s deadline for completion of Action Project Reports and Course Work Assessment Books is Friday 5th May. Completed RAPs and CWABs need to bagged in the  plastic envelopes coming to schools after Easter, and there is a form to be signed by pupils and teacher to verify the work. The bagged and sealed materials should be kept securely in the school until the CSPE exam in June when the written scripts are added to other pocket of the plastic envelope. In case of difficulty with forms or bags contact the State Examinations Commission in Athlone: 090-644 2700. 





Exam


This year’s CSPE Exam will take place on Friday 9th June 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm. All members are invited to discuss the paper at the Blackrock Education Centre from 4 pm that afternoon. 





Committee News


This year’s officers were elected as follows: Chair: Phillip Irwin, Secretary: Jeanne Barrett, Treasurer: Bernadine O'Sullivan., PRO: Brendan O'Regan. Also on the committee are Catherine Byrne, Carol Lysaght and Joe Connor. 
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